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Small Spaces, Big Challenges

Cramped conditions in subdivided units (SDUs) present challenging living conditions that impact the quality
of life of its occupants. Social workers report five areas that SDU tenants identify as critical pain points: 1)
air quality; 2) privacy and private space; 3) nutrition and cooking; 4) laundry and drying; and 5) studying
and play area.

Pooling insights and know-how from different fields to generate potential solutions, JCDISI formed co-
creation teams consisting of social workers, spatial design professionals, and healthcare professionals.
Modifications such as those on display were developed to address tenants’ pain points and improve their
wellbeing.

Case 1: Access to nutrition. To improve access to nutrition, the co-creation team focused on solutions that
increases available sanitary space for cooking and dining, encouraging home cooking and a healthier diet.

Case 2: Indoor Air Quality. The co-creation team identified a correlation between air quality and the tidiness
of a unit. They therefore developed ideas that offer better storage solutions and monitor air quality.

Activity: Re-arrange my SDU

Arrange the interior furnishing according to the pain point and furniture pieces specified on the Challenge
Card. Does your layout solve the specified pain point? Do new issues arise as a result?
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